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bhp is a totally different unit, it has nothing 
to do with the previous 2-litre turbo 280 
bhp “lawnmower”, originally from Renault 
F1, and the sound is absolutely gorgeous. As 
GP3 technical boss Didier Perrin pointed out 
in our last fall’s interview: “The wheelbase 
is 100 millimeters longer than the last 
generation car, so it contributes, as well, to 
the car being more attractive.” It’s hard to 
disagree with Didier, a veteran of Formula 
1 racing with Ligier and it’s offspring, Prost 
Grand Prix (yep, you’ll have to dig deep into 
the past, it kind of makes me feel the pain 
of my age: that Prost 1999 F1 car was a true 
work of art). Some find it hard to believe, 
but Didier is a big Twitter fan, he follows 
GP3 action on all fronts: in real life, in pit 
lane and virtually, on Twitter and all at the 
same time! He IS the Leonardo of GP3.

I caught up with Didier on day 2 of 
testing to find out what he made of the new 
car’s debut, ask about the intriguing Bamboo 
Engineering entrance (we normally see the 
team competing in the World Touring Car 
Championship) and talk Pirelli rubber...

“Bamboo Engineering team is coming 
from the WTCC and we are very pleased 
to welcome them,” responds Didier with 
a classic French F1 accent. “But they 
are working on the base of the former 
Atech team, so it’s an association...”

“I was very happy yesterday to see 
that we achieved a total of 911 laps, for 
the first day of the new package it’s not 
bad! Knowing that, when I did the tour 
of all the teams on day 1, I was sure we’d 
have no major issues. The simple fact 
that we achieved so many laps meant 
the car was already quite reliable.”

“The other positive thing was the 
fastest lap time: the new machinery is 
more than 3 seconds faster than previous 
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Before we go any further, my dear 
readers just take a quick look at the lap times 
from the GP3 Series’ collective post-season 
test in Estoril, Portugal from November 
of 2012 and compare them to the first 
pre-season test of 2013 held at the same 
circuit... Can you notice any difference?

 estoril, February 2013 test:

Day 3, afternoon: driver - Lewis 
Williamson; team: Bamboo 
Engineering; lap time: 1:27.675

Day 2, afternoon: driver - Carlos Sainz Jr; 
team: MW Arden; lap time: 1:27.654

Day 1, afternoon: driver - Carlos Sainz Jr: 
team: MW Arden; lap time: 1:26.816

 estoril, november 2012 test:

Day 2, afternoon: driver – David Fumanelli; 
team: MW Arden; lap time: 1:30.261

Day 1, afternoon: driver – Daniil Kvyat; 
team: MW Arden; lap time: 1:30.902

I guess the numbers 
speak for themselves...

But let’s go back to our focus: GP3 
Series’ organizers have somehow developed 
a strange passion for Circuito do Estoril 
over the years. The track, which dates back 
to 1972, is quite legendary; after all it was 
here that Ayrton Senna got his first win 
in Formula 1. The program for this year is 
not new: testing, testing, testing; it suits 
me just fine as I live only a few kilometers 
from the circuit and GP3 is always a big hit 
amongst local race fans, me included. On 
this occasion, however, I had to spearhead 
MIN’s media assault on one of Europe’s 
premier racing series for young drivers 
and boy; it was fun, at least for me!

First of all, you have to consider a 
switch to the new engine for GP3 in 2013, 
a 3.4-litre atmospheric V6 by AER (UK’s 
Advanced Engine Research) producing 400 

Conor Daly

March 6, 2013 |  MOTORSPORT ILLUSTRATED NEWS | 23


